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From Wynton Marsalis to Adrian Cho, festival showb revel in repertory music

BY ALEX HUTCHINSON

f you'r t '  i t  rot 'k  tnusic ian in a
grouçr th:rt spt'ci lt l izc:s in playing
the hits ol 'yottr long-dcad musi-
cal herocs, tltcy lrrhcl y()u a "cover
band" and btlok yott litr Wcdnes-

day nights at second-rittt' t'lttbs.
If you're a classical nrttsici;tn that

does the same, in contr:lst, You'rc
called a "symphony orchestr:t" :t lrd
booked at the National Arts Ce ntrc.

lazz,as usual, falls somewhere in the
middle - some critics say repertory
bands are the only thing keeping the
music alive, while others say they're
stifling innovation. Most agree'
though, that the Wynton Marsalis-led
lazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra,
which kicks off this year's TD Canada
Trust Ottav/a International lazz Festi-
val tomorrow night at Confederation
Park, is about as close as jazz comes to
having a big-city philharmonic devot-
ed to propagating its musical heritage.

It's a role that Marsalis relishes. Af-
ter all, as he said when he last visited
Ottawa in zoo5, "if you only play your
own music, that's fun to do, but it's
very limited. It's like only reading your
ownbooks."

This year's festival offers Ottawa
fans a chance to see several radically
different approaches to the classic iazz
canon, ranging from museum-quality
historical recreations to more rough-
hewn attempts to câpture the spirit of
famousbands.

Marsalis, the 46-year-old New York-
based trumpeter, has led the JLCO in
tribute projects that have honoured,
most recently, the music of saxophon-
ist John Coltrane and bassist Charles
Mingus. The band's last visit to Ot-
tawa, in zoor, featured a set of Louis
Armstrong's music to mark the rooth
anniversary of his birth.

But Marsalis's nods to the past have

Adrian Gho and hls band, the lmpressions In Jazz Orchestra, will perform a tribute

to bandleader stan Kenton, using the origlnal alrangements when possible'

also taken the form of ambitious origi- more literal approach to recreating the

nal works that revisit and reshape mu- past. They appear at Confederation

sical influences in new ways, like the Park on |une 3o with-a tribute to inno-

fLCO's zoo6 Congo Square project vative and_ prolific bandleader Stan

ihat honoured a fàmoris parf of'old Kenton, whose career spanned four

New Orleans, and Abyssilûon zoo,a decades fromthe rg4ostothe r97os.

gospel-tinged celebiation of an Theteque-st lor a Kenton hommage

îfiican-nirerican church in New came from the festival's programming

VÀi. ôity tn"t debuted in April. director, Iafgyel Emond, who is also a

The piogram for tomoriow night's- hugefanof Cho'sprojects' .

"ott"éti 
wiil te deciaed on the spur of Cho has selected r4 pieces from

the moment and called from the stage, What he views as Kenton's best period,

aband spokesperson said. 
- 

from the mid-'5os to the late '6os, us-

ôit".ni"'t preeminent repertôry ing thg original arrangements where

group,t}te Impressions inlazzOrches- possible.
i'* iËâ by Uassist Adrian'Cho, takes a 

- 
"The set is chosen to appeal to a

JAZ FESTIVAT
REPERTORYMUSIC

I The Jazz at Lincoln Center Orches-
tra with Wynton Marsalis, tomorrow
Confederation Park
I Le Big Band Caravane, June22'
NAC Studio
r Big 3 Palladium Orchestra, June 28'
Confederation Park
I Nimmons 'N Nine...Now!, June 29'
Confederation Park
I Adrian Cho, with lmpressions in
Jazz, June 30, Confederation Park

fhe Jazz Festival runs tomorrow
through July 1. Tickets & times:
www.ottawajazzfestival.com
or call6t3-24L-2633.

wide range of peoPle," he said in a
telephone interview. "There are
somi swinging standards, as well
as some more contemporary
pieces."
- That goal - broad aPPeal, lur-
ing people who maY not even re-
alize that they ltkeiazz - has been
one of the hallmarks of previous Im-

See JAZ on PAGE E2

ROD IVIACIVOR, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

pressions in lazz Proiects, which
have covered eclectic territory rang-
ing from rgth-century songs associat-
ed with slavery to music from sPY
thrillers and science fiction movies.

As a result, Cho sees his concePt of
what belongs in the jazz cairon as
much broader than the Lincoln Center
band's. "We do some of the usual
repertory stuff, but we try to go be-
yond that," he said.- 

Impressions inlazz is also unusual
in thè trouble they take to perform the
music as it would have been heard
originally.
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Continued fiom PAGE El

To recreate the distinctive Kenton
sound, the zz-piece ensemble will in_
clucle two French horns, as well as a
bass s.axo_phone - one of only five in
Canada, Cho says. The result ié a mod_
ern, power-packed version ofthe clas_
sic big band sound. ,.It's certainlv. as
most Kenton is, big, bold anaUrassy,; tre
SAVS.

A more traditional take on the big
F"$ *itl be offered June zz by anothei
National Capital-area group, Le Bie
Baad Caravale. The zr-piece ènsemblà
under the direction of vocalist Kieran
Milne, will present a tribute to band_
leader and vibraphonist Lionel Hamo_
ton, featuring California-based LËe
Schipper on vibes.
. BBC is a throwback to the days when
jazz was popular dance music, s'o one of
the chief attractions of Hampton's mu-
sic was its "showmanshiô and dv_
namism," according to the band's artis_
trc cluector, Jean-pierre Moisan

The band has acquired about ro
Hampton charts. Some were commis_
sioned for the occasion, including clas_
sics such as Flying Home and liqmp,s
BoogieW-oogie. They'll also play soire
standards associated with Hampton,
such-as On rh e Sunny Side of the Stieet. 

'

While the band has been rehearsing
the new-tunes since January the chalï
l:nge,rs tar greater than simply learning
the charts, Moisan says. ,,rWe'll try tô
bring out the spirit of H"mptorr, ânà
everything that means."

Recapturing the frantic dancing ener_
gy of alegendary band will alsoie the
goal lune z8 when the Big 3 palladium
Orchestra performs at thl festival's
now-traditional Saturday night Latin
show. The group takes iti nùne from
the Palladium, the New york club
where mambo caught fire in the late
l94os and '5os. The Big 3 were Tito
Puente_, Tito Rodrigu ez, {ndMachito,
each of whom led bands that helped to
define the genre. Fronting the cùrrent
band are Tito puente, fr., Tito Ro_
$rigygz_, fr., and (you seé the pattern
here), Machito's son,Mario Grillb.

The most Canadian of this year's trib_
utes comes from Nimmons ,N
Nine...Now!, a ro-piece Toronto grouf
plqyrng ortglnal arrangements from
ftril tt-ùmpo-np's groundbreaking Cana_
dian band ofthe r95os and r96os]Un[ke
the other tributees, Nimmons is still
alive. Now 85, he appeared in Ottawa at
the zoo6 festival, playing spontaneous
quers \ryrth pianist David Braid,52 years
his junior - and he made it cieâr he
wasn't interested in rehashing the
ground he'd covered five decadeiearli-
er. "Ifyou want to hear those tunes, you
can listen to my old records,', he told the
audience.

Nimmons's attitude may illustrate a

Jazz:Fans eager for old music g
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general truth - that those musicians
wlose work pro,ves to be worthy ol
tribute are usually more interested in
looking forward than back _ but it
doesn't mean there's no place for trib_
ute bands. Audiences arebften eager to
hear old music, whether for thJfonà
memories it conjures, or simply be_
cause it's good music. And -ai 

the
Marsalis/JLCO group demonstrates,
drawrng trom tie past can still be a for_
ward-looking enterprise - which is
why tomorrow night's lèstival opener is
one 01 ttus year's must-see shows.

With a sound all their own, loy pivùion wailne of the
:"_ir^ 

illjlr:lT1f bandl .,," .ryrii history. rÉe tragic storyof the life and times of their tead singàr'ia; Cd;î,;i;i;
in the acclaimed film Coytrol.In hondrr oi tf,* bVn releaseol Control, Dose.ca and showcasr.;; 

";r-';i"i"g 
you thechance to win you and a friend a trip to LJndon, Engtandwith accommodations, spending money, pirr- u pair ofConverse trainers and a copy at &e coniiit ôvb. s"iona"iyprizes include Converse trainers and Coniof DVDs.Enter online at doqe.cr./contggtg

Top tO Aryry ilorda Chanstcrt. In
honour of the raging mad lncredible
Hulk, we're taking a look back at
some of our favourite angry film
c,haracters. Check out the fùl'list at
doca.carrrwry

Fohy Art lat :  Canadian comedy
legend Dave Foley talks about the in!
and outs of comedy, his TV show losf
Comic Standing and the latest Kids rn
the Hall tour. Read the interview at
M&lço/.ryy


